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Christ is Risen. Christ is Risen Indeed. Alleluia! 



Church of the Covenant 
March 31, 2013 

10:30 a.m. 
 Easter Sunday 

 
Prelude     Canzona XIV    Giovanni Gabrieli, Arr. Kathryn Salfelder 

 
Welcome & Announcements 
     One:  Peace be with you.    All:   And also with you. 
     One:    Alleluia, Christ is Risen!  All:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia! 
 
Introit                    His Eye Is On The Sparrow                  Arr. Bill Wolaver
        
* Call To Worship    

One:   While it was still dark in Jerusalem, the faithful came to the tomb, 
All:   And they witnessed the unexpected dawn of resurrection.  
One:  While it is still dark in places in our world, while there is still darkness in 
  our own hearts, we come,  
All:  To see the dawning of new life here on earth.  
One: For today with the rising of the sun, there is liberation! 
All:  Today in the rising of Christ, there is freedom from all fear!   
One:  Therefore, let us celebrate as God’s liberated people.  Christ is Risen! 
All:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia, alleluia! 

                   
*Hymn NCH 233 (black)  Christ the Lord is Risen Today  
 
Lighting of the Christ Light  
 
Prayer for God’s Grace  

Gracious God of heaven and earth, we thank you for revealing yourself 
to us in many unexpected places throughout our Lenten journey. We 
confess that it remains a challenge to keep our attention fixed on you in 
the midst of our everyday lives. Forgive us when we forget to seek you 
in the faces of others.  Forgive us when we fail to live in solidarity with 
the poor, and with all of creation.   

                                                             
* You are invited to stand. 
NCH = black New Century Hymnal; PH = blue Presbyterian Hymnal 



Forgive us when we live out of fears rather than hope.  As people of the 
Resurrection, remind us that in you all things are possible.  In the light 
of the Risen Christ, we open our hearts to you in silent prayer… 
 

Shared Silent Prayer   
 
Assurance of God’s Grace                                 

One: Christ is Risen! The stone is rolled away, the tomb found empty. Mary 
calls out, “I have seen the Beloved!” We have seen Christ, too, in every 
helping hand, in every heartfelt gift, in every choice to restore life in this 
world. We are called to this new life, a life of forgiveness and reconciliation. 
Therefore, as people forgiven and restored to new life, let us celebrate: 
All: In Jesus Christ we are set free and made whole. Alleluia Amen! 

 
* Exchange of the Peace 
    (Please exchange greetings of Christ’s peace and reconciliation) 

 One:   May the peace of Christ be with you. 
    All:     And also with you.      

 
* Sung Response NCH 236 (black)  Halle, Halle, Halle 

(children are welcome to come forward for blessing during singing) 
 
Blessing with Children  
 
Hebrew Bible Reading   Isaiah 25:6-9 
 
*Easter Celtic Alleluia 
 

 



Gospel Reading   John 20:1-18   (see insert) 
 

  One:  This is the word of God. 
  All:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon     #real time resurrection 
 
*Hymn PH 108 (blue)   Christ is Alive!  
 
Call to Offering  
 
Offertory     Hallelujah, Amen                            G. F. Handel 
 
* Prayer of Dedication 
 
* Doxology    Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

Praise God all creatures here below,  
Praise God for all that love has done,  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. 

 
Celebrations and Concerns  

     One:  God, in your grace,  
     All:          Receive our prayer. 

 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
*Hymn PH 104 (blue)  Christ is Risen! Shout Hosanna!  
 
*Charge and Benediction 
 
Postlude    Dialogue on the Mixtures   Jean Langlais, Arr. Jeremy Vaughan 

(please remain seated during the postlude) 
Time of Greeting 
 

                                                             
* You are invited to stand. 
NCH = black New Century Hymnal; PH = blue Presbyterian Hymnal 



 
Participants in Today’s Worship: 
Preacher – Rev. Rob Mark     Minister of Music – Tom Handel  
Liturgist – Jack Ammerman    Lector – Áron Boros 
Childcare Provider – Jamie Sinetar   Sexton – Fred Lopes  
Ushers – Evelyn Kimber, Sharon Wright, Kate Hall, Denice Thornhill, Prisca 
Honore, Mary Heney, Dorothy Frank 
Mezzo-Soprano and Guest Choir Conductor – Erica Washburn               
Redline Brass Quintet –  
Trumpets: Kyle Spraker & Joseph Klause 
French Horn: Nick Rubenstein  
Trombone: Christopher Moore 
Bass Trombone: Phil Hyman 

Covenant Calendar 

 

 

Easter Sunday, March 31 9:15am Bible Study (Williams Library) & Choir Rehearsal 
(sanctuary) 

 10:30 am Worship, Easter Sunday, Rev. Rob Mark preaching 

Wednesday, April 3 3:00 pm Climate Revival Rally Planning Meeting, Williams 
Library 

Sunday, April 7 9:15am Bible Study (Williams Library) & Choir Rehearsal 
(sanctuary) 

 10:30 am Worship, Lucia Hulsether, Harvard Divinity School 
student and UCC candidate for ordination, preaching 

 11:45 am  Coffee Hour in honor of Wayne Parrish, Bates Hall 

 12:30 pm Consumption and Justice Meeting, Williams Library 

Tuesday, April 9 6:30 pm Council Meeting, Williams Library 

Wednesday, April 10 7:00 pm Nica Companions Meeting, Mocky Day’s home 

Sunday, April 14 9:15am Bible Study (Williams Library) & Choir Rehearsal 
(sanctuary) 

 10:30 am Worship, Rev. Rob Mark preaching 

 12:00 pm  Adult CE, Nica Companions, Bates Hall 

 12:00 pm Deacon’s Meeting,  Williams Library 



 

Visitor or Newcomer? Welcome to Church of the Covenant! 
 

We are glad you are here.  Please let us know if there are ways we can help you 
connect to the church community.  Learn more about the church by visiting our 
website at www.cotcbos.org.  To sign up for email updates about worship services, 
congregational events, and prayer concerns, visit www.yahoogroups.com and search 
for cotcconnects in the groups list. 
 
Children in Church & Godly Play – Children older than nursery age are 
encouraged to remain in the sanctuary during the service. We welcome the laughter, 
tears and all they may bring as signs of God's new life in our midst! For children ages 
3 and above, we offer a Godly Play class each Sunday in Bates Hall at 9:30am.  
 
Parking Bargain – Worshipers may park at the Back Bay Garage [Clarendon Street, 
between Boylston and St. James] on Sundays between 6:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. for the 
first (3) hours for only $5.  To get this discounted rate, please ask an usher before or 
after the worship service for a parking discount voucher. 
 
Prayers of Celebration or Concern May Be Shared in the Red Book – At the 
rear of the Sanctuary is a red book where prayers that you wish to have spoken aloud 
during the Pastoral Prayer time may be written.  The book will be available until the 
time of the offering.   
 
Time of Greeting – after the Postlude this morning, we hope that you will take a 
few minutes to connect with others worshipping with you, especially people you may 
not know as well.   
 
Hearing Assisted Devices – speak with an usher if you would like to use these 
devices that work with or without a hearing aid.  These devices are specifically 
designed to work only with our sound system.  Please remember to return the device 
at the close of the service.  Thank you! 
 
Building Accessibility – our building includes an exterior ramp on Newbury Street 
and an elevator (in the Parish House part of the building) which allows access to the 
fellowship hall, meeting rooms, offices, and other parts of the building.  We also 
have accessible rest rooms.  Please ask an usher to help you locate these resources. 





 
(617) 266-7480 

www.churchofthecovenant.org 
 
Worship at Church of the Covenant is the heart and soul of our life together as a 
community of faith.  Since 1932 we have been a federated church, maintaining 
membership in the United Church of Christ and the Presbyterian Church (USA) and 
welcoming pilgrims and inquirers from all traditions to our life and work.  Through our 
prayers and praise, in our concerns and celebrations, by word and sacrament, art and 
silence, we seek empowerment, together and individually, as a covenant people, for the 
work of Christ. 
 
Jesus taught that God invites all people, including society’s outcasts, to enjoy seats at 
God’s table.  This congregation seeks to demonstrate that vision by welcoming 
individuals and families without regard to race, gender, age, physical/mental condition, or 
sexual orientation.  We rejoice in the presence of children among us, and we strive to 
include them in our ministry.  And we maintain ties of faith with the Church of the Poor 
in the community of the Sweet Name of Jesus, in Northwestern Nicaragua. 
 
We believe that the marriages of same-gender and opposite-gender couples are equally 
sacred and divinely blessed.  Thus, we joyfully welcome the opportunity now afforded us 
by both the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the United Church of Christ to join 
couples of all sexual orientations in fully legal and holy marriage.  We continue to work 
and pray for the day that the Presbyterian Church (USA) grants us this same opportunity. 
 
In our worship we use language and imagery that reflect the wonderful diversity of the 
image of God in humanity and all creation; that transcend the exclusive language of the 
church’s past.  We invite you to join us in the journey toward God’s justice and peace for 
all people in this neighborhood, this city, and the world. 
 
 

CHURCH STAFF                            CHURCH OFFICERS 
Rev. Rob Mark, Pastor                                    Betsy McAlister Groves, President of the 
Thomas Handel, Minister of Music                         Corporation 
Brian Reardon, Administrator / Bld. Mgr.         Ed James, Clerk of the Council 
Julie Rogers, Administrative Assistant                Faith Perry, Treasurer 
Fred Lopes, Sunday Sexton                               Karen Henry & Newell Hendricks 
Jamie Sinetar, Childcare                                              Co-Moderators of the Board 
Alan Lane, Food Cupboard Coordinator                                  of Deacons 


