SACRED RECKONINGS TIMELINE
FALL 2023-FALL 2025

Fall 2023: Building on the past work of COTC’s “Race & Identity Team” — Six COTCers participated in an intensive “Sacred Reckonings” online
training, ending up with lots of information, including a lengthy curriculum, and perhaps more questions than answers. This team—DBetty
Southwick, Christine James, Harry Forsdick, Holly Humphries, Kathy Bull, and Rev. Rob Mark—then met regularly in the early part of 2024 to
further coalesce the team and come up with ideas for how to engage the wider COTC community in the work of Sacred Reckonings.

In addition to the Spiritual Education sessions, worship services and Covenant News articles described herein, the Sacred Reckonings Team has
met nearly monthly since the end of the training in Fall 2023, and members have had a number of one-to-one conversations with members of the
Covenant community about the work of racial justice, repair and recompense.

Spiritual Education Session April 7, 2024: This first session and the next a week later served to introduce COTCers to Sacred Reckonings,

including how the process fits within the church’s current 5-Point Missional Plan (including Climate Jubilee — #he sacred movement of liberation for racial
and ecojustice). We shared the “Eco-Reparatory Map” (see figure below) that features five interlocking circles with the terms Truth-telling, Spiritual
Practice, Relationship, Political Solidarity, and Wealth Return—as well as many of the challenging terms used throughout the curriculum. We then
focused on one of those terms, White Settler Colonizer Church, for deeper conversation.

April 14, 2024: The Sacred Reckonings team introduced COTCers to the “Church Assessment” tool and going through the first three sections
together: Public Witness & Prophetic Voice; Mission; and Worship.

June 2024 Covenant News & Nubian Square Forunr. Kathy & Betty recounted their experience representing COTC and the Sacred Reckonings team at

a hearing at which the Boston People’s Reparation Commission heard testimony from the Black community on reparations and why they are due.
Their request was: “We need our white brothers and sisters to come give a two-minute statement in support of reparations.” Pastor Joshua
accompanied Kathy and Betty to the Forum in Nubian Square on Saturday, May 18. They heard powerful testimonies filled with lots of
emotion—anger, frustration, strength, and determination, as well as hopes and dreams, vision, and teaching. After listening to hours of testimonies,
Kathy and Betty stood at the mic to say to the one hundred or so people gathered that we were there to listen and to support them in their efforts.
We acknowledged our role in the problem and talked about the beginning efforts Covenant is making in the areas of truth-telling and repair.

Worship, Sunday, October 13, 2024: Members of the Sacred Reckonings team helped lead the Indigenous People’s Day Sunday service. They

described Sacred Reckonings as an energetic process for engaging as a congregation in work to acknowledge and respond to the profound harm
caused by white and Christian supremacism. The elemental and interwoven practices of the Sacred Reckonings “Reparatory Eco-Map” were
named again, and truth-telling was set as the central focus of the service, with specific attention to the myths about Columbus Day and about how
this country was formed. Using the “Reflection on the Word” process borrowed from the Nica Companions, the service centered on Mark 7:24-30



in which a Syrophoenician woman awakens Jesus to her common humanity. Lifting up a second elemental piece of Sacred Reckonings—Spiritual
Practice—the service included attention to breath and feeling grounding in place, with prayers, readings, reflection, and music helping everyone to
keep their hearts open and their full selves present even when confronting difficult truths. As Rev. Rob said in his “charge to the congregation” at
the end of the service, “Truth-telling is hard work, and liberating work.”

Spiritual Education Session March 9, 2025: Liz Vizza shared what she learned through a study done when she worked for the Friends of the Public
Garden about the indigenous people who settled the area now called the Back Bay, including the land on which Church of the Covenant stands.

Spiritual Education Session March 16, 2025: This “All Church Read” session focused on James, Percival Everett’s reimagining of the Mark Twain

story of Huckleberry Finn from the perspective of Jim—or James—a person who was enslaved and yet was Huck’s companion and protector. Our
discussion centered on how differently history is told depending on who is telling the story, whose voice is credited as authoritative, and whose
lives and experiences matter.

April 2025 Covenant News: This issue included a comprehensive summary of Liz’s presentation as well as the discussion of Jamzes.

Spiritual Education Session April 4, 2025: This session looked at what the Bible and our tradition have to say about race, enslavement, and

liberation, as well as the challenging yet necessary work of repair.

Spiritual Education Session May 5, 2025: At this session on Spiritual Practice, we brainstormed what forms spiritual practice can take and why

practice is necessary. We talked about how church is a place to practice, through ceremonies and rituals, prayer and reflection, confession and
communion, and, in the paraphrased words of Alfred Walking Bull, church gives us a place, a community, and time, like coffee hour, where we can bring a

problem we are carrying and say to someone.

Spiritual Education Session June 1, 2025: This session focused on how White Supremacy culture is so deeply embedded in each of us and in all of

our institutions and undertakings that we often can’t even see it. We discussed how to become more aware of the impact of White Supremacy
culture as individuals, as a faith community, as a nation, and as humanity, and what we need to do to start breaking free from its power over us.

Spiritual Education Session September 7, 2025: As another aspect of “Truth-telling,” this session focused on understanding the origin of some of

the founding the church and for later additions such as Bates Hall. We learned that benefactor Lillian Bates’ wealth was inherited from her textile
magnate father, Benjamin Bates, who bought cotton produced with the labor of enslaved people in the Antebellum South for his mills in
Massachusetts and Maine. The elder Bates was a founding member of one of the two churches that joined together to establish Church of the
Covenant, and his daughter gave the church resources in the 1940s for the building as well. We grappled with questions such as what it means for
Covenant’s identity as a “vibrant community of faith where a//are welcome and celebrated as reflections of God” to understand that one of our

most prominent founding donors became wealthy and able to support the church thanks to labor of enslaved people.



Spiritual Education Session October 5, 2025: The Doctrine of Discovery was the focus of this session. We began with the roots of this Doctrine in

Papal edicts of the 1400s that authorized Spanish and Portuguese Christian explorers to “invade, capture, vanquish, and subdue” non-Christians,
“reduce their persons to perpetual slavery, and to...appropriate to himself and his successors the kingdoms...principalities. .. possessions, and
goods and to convert them to his and their use and profit.” We noted this as the beginning of White and Christian supremacy and extractive
capitalism and connected it to the kidnapping of Africans and their enslavement in this country. Discussion followed about how the Doctrine is
alive today and some of the steps being taken to dismantle it.

Spiritual Education Sessions To Come in 2025: November 1 at the All Church Retreat “Relationships & Political Solidarity”’, Sunday December 7
on the “10 Demandments”
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