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Welcome, Announcements
One:
Peace be with you.
Many:
And also with you.
Introduction to Today’s Music
Prelude
* Call To Worship
a

* Opening Hymn: PH (blue) 469
Morning has broken like the first morning,
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird.
Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning!
Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word!
Sweet the rain’s new fall sunlit from heaven,
Like the first dewfall on the first grass.
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden,
Sprung in completeness where God’s feet pass.
Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning!
Born of the one light Eden saw play!
Praise with elation, praise every morning,
God’s recreation of the new day!
Lighting of the Christ Light
Prayer for Grounding in God’s Grace

Morning Has Broken

Shared Silent Prayer
Assurance of God’s Grace
Many:
In Jesus Christ we are set free and made whole. Alleluia,
Amen!
* Sung Response

Amen, Bawo

Reading from Scripture
Gospel Reading: Luke 14:25-33
Now large crowds were traveling with Jesus; and he turned and said to
them, “Whoever comes to me and does not hate their parent, spouse and
children, siblings, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever
does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of
you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the
cost, to see whether they have enough to complete it? Otherwise, when
they have laid a foundation and are not able to finish, all who see it will
begin to ridicule, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to
finish.’ Or what ruler, going out to wage war against another ruler, will not
sit down first and consider whether they are able with ten thousand to
oppose the one who comes against with twenty thousand? If they cannot,
then, while the other is still far away, the ruler sends a delegation and asks
for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if
you do not give up all your possessions.
One:
Many:

God is still speaking, the word of God,
Thanks be to God.

Sung Response
Sermon

Amen, Bawo

Call to Offering
Offertory
* Doxology
Though what we have in truth is small,
God’s grace shall be enough for all.
So as we bless and break this bread,
Each heart be filled, each mouth be fed.
* Prayer of Dedication
Celebrations and Concerns
One:
God, in your grace,
Many:
Receive our prayer.
Pastoral Prayer
* Invitation

Celebration of Holy Communion

* Communion Hymn
I’m Gonna Eat at the Welcome Table
I’m gonna eat at the welcome table,
I’m gonna eat at the welcome table, some of these days.
I’m gonna eat at the welcome table,
I’m gonna eat at the welcome table, some of these days.
All God’s children gonna eat together
All God’s children gonna eat together, some of these days.
All God’s children gonna eat together
All God’s children gonna eat together, some of these days.
* The Great Thanksgiving
One:
May God be with you!
Many:
And also with you.
One:
Many:

People of Covenant, let us lift up our hearts!
We open our hearts to the Spirit who fills us with hope.

One:
Many:

Let us give thanks to God our light.
It is right for us to offer our thanks and praise to God.

One:

It is right for us to thank and praise you God…
…And so, with your people here on earth, with all the ancestors,
with all the saints and the great company of heaven, we glorify
your name, praising you together:
Holy, holy, holy One, God of heaven and earth.
All creation is full of your love and grace. Hosanna in the
highest! Blessed is the One who comes in the name of
peace. Hosanna in the highest!
Holy are you, O God…

Many:

One:

* The Prayer of Jesus
(in unison)
Our Father and Mother, who is in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and do not let us fall into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever. Amen.
Please be seated after the Prayer of Jesus.
Sharing of the Bread and Cup
Post Communion Prayer
* Closing Hymn: PH (blue) 369

I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me

I’m gonna live so (live so) God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!
I’m gonna live so (live so) God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!
I’m gonna work so (work so) God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!
I’m gonna work so (work so) God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!
I’m gonna pray so (pray so) God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!
I’m gonna pray so (pray so) God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!
I’m gonna sing so (sing so) God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!
I’m gonna sing so (sing so) God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!

* Charge and Benediction
* Exchange of the Peace:
One:
May the peace of Christ be with you.
Many:
And also with you.

Visitor or Newcomer? Welcome to Church of the Covenant!

We are glad you are here. Please let us know if there are ways we can help you
connect to the church community. Learn more about the church by visiting our
website at www.cotcbos.org. To sign up for email updates about worship services
and other events in our community, please fill out a visitor’s card in your pew or
email us at info@cotcbos.org
Parking Bargain – Worshipers may park at the Back Bay Garage [Clarendon
Street, between Boylston and St. James] on Sundays between 6:00 a.m. and 9:00
p.m. for the first (3) hours for only $5. To get this discounted rate, please ask an
usher before or after the worship service for a parking discount voucher.
Prayers of Celebration or Concern May Be Shared in the Red Book – At the
rear of the Sanctuary is a red book where prayers that you wish to have spoken
aloud during the Pastoral Prayer time may be written. The book will be available
until the time of the offering.
Time of Greeting – after worship this morning, we hope that you will take a few
minutes after going outside the sanctuary to connect with others worshipping with
you, especially people you may not know as well.
Hearing Assisted Devices – speak with an usher if you would like to use these
devices that work with or without a hearing aid. These devices are specifically
designed to work only with our sound system. Please remember to return the
device at the close of the service. Thank you!
Building Accessibility – our building includes an exterior ramp on Newbury
Street and an elevator (in the Parish House part of the building) which allows
access to the fellowship hall, meeting rooms, offices, and other parts of the
building. We also have accessible rest rooms. Please ask an usher to help you
locate these resources
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Worship at Church of the Covenant is the heart and soul of our life together as a
community of faith. Since 1932 we have been a federated church, maintaining
membership in the United Church of Christ and the Presbyterian Church (USA) and
welcoming pilgrims and inquirers from all traditions to our life and work. Through
our prayer and praise, in our concerns and celebrations, by word and sacrament, art
and silence, we seek empowerment, together and individually, as a covenant people,
for the work of Christ.
Jesus taught that the Spirit invites all people, including society’s outcasts, to enjoy
seats at God’s table. This congregation seeks to demonstrate that vision by welcoming
individuals and families without regard to race, gender identity, age, physical/mental
condition, or sexual orientation. We rejoice in the presence of children among us, and
we strive to include them in our ministry. We maintain ties of faith with the Church of
the Poor in the community of the Sweet Name of Jesus, in Northwestern Nicaragua.
We believe God’s blessings are found in marriage equality for all. Thus, we joyfully
welcome the opportunity afforded us by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the
United Church of Christ and the Presbyterian Church USA to join couples of all
sexual orientations in fully legal and holy marriage.
In our worship we use language and imagery that reflect the wonderful diversity of
the
image of God in humanity and all of creation; that transcend the exclusive language of
the church’s past. And as stewards, we seek to live into the Spirit’s blessing as we
move in solidarity on this shared and sacred, common home we call earth. We invite
you to join us in the journey toward God’s justice and peace for all of Boston and
beyond!
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