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Welcome and thank you for worshipping together for this òhybridó service where some will be in the 
sanctuary at 67 Newbury Street, and some in the sanctuary of places far and near. For those joining 

online, we begin on Zoom at the above link. Please keep your mic muted during the service.  
*You are invited to rise in body or spirit. 

 
Prelude           Hornpipe from Water Music      G. F. Handel 
 
Welcome &  Announcements 
 One:       Peace be with you. 
      Many:    And also with you.  
 

* Call To Worship             (from the Celtic Iona Community) 
One:  O Christ, you are within each of us. It is not just the interior of these  
          walls, it is our own inner being that you are restoring. 
Many:    We are your temple not made with hands. We are your body.  
One:   If every wall should crumble, and every church decay, we are your  

                   habitation. Nearer are you than breathing, closer than our hands. 
Many:     Ours are the eyes with which you look out with compassion on 
   the world.  
One:  As we gather today in worship of you, Maker of Heaven, Creator of 
   the Earth, 
Many: Restore us so that your Renewed Light might shine. 

   
*  Kindling  the Christ Light  
 One:  The light of Christ, 
 Many: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/91025989890?pwd=VTd0L3VMc3ErRDBRTllpTTEvRGNZUT09


 

* Opening Hymn  PH (blue) 376             Love Divine, All  Loves Excelling 

Love divine, all loves excelling,  
Joy of heaven to earth come down,  
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown!  
Jesus, Thou art all compassion,  
Pure, unbounded love Thou art;  
Visit us with Thy salvation,  
Enter every trembling heart.  
  
Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit  
Into every troubled breast!  
Let us all in Thee inherit,  
Let us find that second rest;  
Take away the love of sinning;  
Alpha and Omega be;  
End of faith, as its beginning,  
Set our hearts at liberty.  
  
Come, Almighty to deliver,  
Let us all Thy life receive;  
Suddenly return, and never,  
Nevermore Thy temples leave.  
Thee we would be always blessing,  
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above,  
Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing,  
Glory in Thy perfect love.  
  
Finish, then, Thy new creation;  
Pure and spotless let us be;  
Let us see Thy great salvation  
Perfectly restored in Thee;  
Changed from glory into glory,  
Till in heaven we take our place,  
Till we cast our crowns before Thee,  
Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 



 

Prayer for Grounding in Godõs Grace    
Many: Love Divine, Covenant-Making God, 

your promise of steadfast love is for us 
and for all generations. Jesus renewed 
and embodied your promise to us, 
calling us to fullness of life and joy as 
we love you and love others as 
ourselves. We confess that we 
sometimes misunderstand the new 
vision to which you call us.  We 
unknowingly participate in the 
structural sins of our society. We fail to 
love your earth fiercely enough. As a 
people and as individuals, we do not do 
justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Help us to 
return to youɣto hope against hope in your power to transform 
us and set us free. 

One:  Let us now open ourselves to God in silent prayeré      
 

Listening to God in Silent Prayer 
 

Assurance of Godõs Grace  
One:  People of Godɣrise up. Into graceɄrise up. Into forgivenessɣrise  
  up. Into the sweet, boundless, and never-ending fierce love of God 
  ɣlet us rise up, and celebrate together: 
Many:  In  Jesus Christ we are set free and made whole. Alleluia! 

Amen.  



 

Sung Response                Peace, Salaam, Shalom 

 
Readings from Scripture 

Hebrew Bible Reading ð Isaiah 60:1-5, 7b-8, 11, 13, 17-20 
Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
    and the glory of GOD has risen upon you. 
For darkness shall cover the earth 
    and thick darkness the peoples, 
but the Holy One will arise upon you, 
    and Godõs glory will appear over you. 
Nations shall come to your light 
    and rulers to the brightness of your dawn. 
Lift  up your eyes and look around; 
    they all gather together; they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 
    and your daughters shall be carried in their nursesõ arms. 
Then you shall see and be radiant; 
    your heart shall thrill and rejoice,  
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you; 
    the wealth of the nations shall come to youé 
    and I will glorify my glorious house. 
Who are these that fly like a cloud 
    and like doves to their windows? 
Your gates shall always be open; 
    day and night they shall not be shuté 
The glory of Lebanon shall come to you, 
    the cypress, the plane, and the pine, 



 

to beautify the place of my sanctuary, 
    and I will glorify where my feet rest. 
I will appoint Peace as your overseer 
    and Righteousness as your taskmaster. 

Violence shall no more be heard in your land,  
    devastation or destruction within your borders; 
you shall call your walls Salvation 
    and your gates Praise. 
The sun shall no longer be 
    your light by day, 
nor for brightness shall the moon 
    give light to you by night, 
but the HOLY ONE will be your everlasting light, 
    and your God will be your glory. 
Your sun shall no more go down 
    or your moon withdraw itself, 
for God will be your everlasting light, 
    and your days of mourning shall be ended. 
 

Unison Reading of the Psalm ð From Psalm 146 
Hallelujah! Praise God, O my soul! 
Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, 
 for there is no help in them. 
When they breathe their last, they return to earth, 
 and in that day their thoughts perish. 
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob, Rachel, and Leah for their  
 help,  whose hope is in the Holy  One their God; 
Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them 
 who keeps Godõs promise forever; 
Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, 
 and food to those who hunger. 
God sets the prisoners free; God opens the eyes of the blind; 
 God lifts up those who are bowed down; 
God loves the righteous; God cares for the stranger; 
 God sustains the orphan and widow, 
 but frustrates the way of the wicked. Hallelujah! 

 



 

New Testament Reading ð Ephesians 5:6-14 
Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the 
wrath of God comes on those who are disobedient. Therefore do not be 
associated with them, for once you were in the shadows, but now in God you 
are light. Walk as children of light, for the fruit of the light is found in all that is 
good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to God. Take no part 
in the unfruitful works of evil; rather, expose them. For it is shameful even to 
mention what such people do secretly, but everything exposed by the light 
becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 
òSleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.ó 
 

Gospel Reading ð Matthew 5:14-16 
 Jesus said, òYou are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 

People do not light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it 
on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your 
light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory 
to your Maker in heaven.ó 

 
One:  God is still speaking, the word of God,     
Many:  Thanks be to God. 

 
*  Sung Response                Peace, Salaam, Shalom 

 
Sermon                                      òHeaven and Earthó 

  



 

* Hymn                 Canticle of the Three Children 

 
 



 

 

 
Renew the Light:  Rededication of the Clerestory Windows 

 One:  Today we rededicate these clerestory windows, 
 Many: May the renewed light  that comes in bring blessing. 
 One:  Like their swirling opalescent glass colors,  
 Many: May all who enter this sanctuary see beauty in diversity. 
 One:  Today we rededicate ourselves as living windows,  
 Many:  May we too be renewed as portals of God-shine.  
 One:  With the power of Heaven, 
 Many: May we illumine the truth that all people and creation are 
   worthy of restoration. 
 One:  While rooted on Earth, 

Many: May we be renewed in the work of love, justice, and 
peace.   

 
Call to Offering 

Online Giving Option: http://www.cotcbos.org/give.html  
Click on Give Now, then choose Pledges or Gifts-General. 

 
Offertory       O Happy Day                            Edwin Hawkins 
                                                               vs. 2 Christine James   
        
* Communion Doxology        Tune: Old Hundredth 

Though what we have in truth is small, 
      Godõs grace shall be enough for all. 
      So as we bless and break this bread, 
      Each heart be filled, each mouth be fed. 

http://www.cotcbos.org/give.html


 

* Prayer of Dedication 
 
Celebrations and Concerns   

  One:  God, in your grace,  

  Many:  Receive our prayer.  
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 

Celebration of Holy Communion 

* Invitation  

 

*Communion Hymn                                Iõm Gonna Eat at the Welcome Table 
Iõm gonna eat at the welcome table, 

 Iõm gonna eat at the welcome table, some of these days. 
 Iõm gonna eat at the welcome table, 
 Iõm gonna eat at the welcome table, some of these days. 
 

*  The Great Thanksgiving 
One:  May God be with you! 
Many:  And also with you. 
 

One:  People of Covenant, let us lift up our hearts! 
Many:  We open our hearts to God who fills us with hope. 
 

One:  Let us give thanks to God our light. 
Many:  It  is right for us to offer our thanks and praise to the One who 

loves us.  
  

 One:     It  is right for us to thank and praise you Godé 
éAnd so, with your people here on earth, with all the ancestors, 
saints and the great company of heaven, we glorify your name, 
praising you together: 

Many:  Holy,  holy, holy One, God of heaven and earth. All creation is 
full  of your love and grace. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is 
the One who comes in the name of peace.  Hosanna in the 
highest! 

One:  Holy are you, O Godé 
 



 

* The Prayer of Jesus              (from A New Zealand Prayer Book) 
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, Source of all that is and 
that shall be, Father and Mother of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven: The 
hallowing of your name echo through the universe! The way of your justice be 
followed by the peoples of the world! Your heavenly will be done by all created 
beings! Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come 
on earth. With the bread we need for today, feed us. In the hurts we absorb 
from one another, forgive us. In times of temptation and testing, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. From the grip of all that is evil, free 
us. For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen. 
 

* Breaking and Sharing of the Bread and Cup  
You are invited to come forward to receive the bread and cup and then will be invited to spread out 

to stand in the side aisles of the sanctuary to finish the service from there.  
 
* Post Communion Prayer 
 
*  Renewal of the Covenant  

Here as the chimes of Sabbath call, 
The Gospel feast be ever spread; 
Redeeming loveõs great festival, ɣ 
The wine of joy, the living bread. 

 
* Closing Hymn: NCH (black) 471 (verses 1 & 2)         What a Covenant 

What a covenant, what a joy divine, leaning on the everlasting arms; 
What a blessedness, what a peace is mine, leaning on the everlasting arms. 
Refrain:  Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms; 

Leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms.  
O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, leaning on the everlasting arms;  
O how bright the path grows from day to day, leaning on the everlasting arms. 
Refrain 

*Charge and Benediction  
 
*Exchange of the Peace  

(Please exchange greetings of Christõs peace and reconciliation) 
One:  May the peace of Christ be with you. 
Many:  And also with you. 
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POTLUCK TODAY! 
Join us today for an all-church potluck after church in Bates Hall. Please come even 
if you didnõt bring food. Thereõs always enough for everyone. 
 
WELCOME  TO CHURCH  OF THE  COVENANT!  We are so glad to have 
you worshipping with us today! If  you are new to our community, we hope you will 
feel at home and welcomed during this service. If  you have any questions about who 
we are as a community of faith, please reach out to an usher in person or our Digital 
Minister in the chat.  

2023


