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Gathering Song                 Down by the Riverside 

I’m gonna lay down my burdens 
Down by the riverside (x 3) 
I’m gonna lay down my burdens down by the riverside study war no more 
 
I ain’t gonna study war no more  
Ain’t gonna study war no more 

 Ain’t gonna study war no more (repeat)  
 
Welcome & Announcements  
 One:       Peace be with you. 
      Many:    And also with you.  
 
Hebrew Bible Reading – Isaiah 2:1-5 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Boston: 
   In days to come the mountain of God’s house  
     shall be established as the highest of the mountains,  
          and shall be raised above the hills;  
     all the nations shall stream to it.  
        Many peoples shall come and say,  
     “Come, let us go up to the mountain of GOD,  
          to the house of the God of Jacob;  
     that she may teach us her ways  
          and that we may walk in her paths.”  
     For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,  
          and the word of GOD from Boston.  
   She shall judge between the nations,  
          and shall arbitrate for many peoples;  
     they shall beat their swords into plowshares,  
          and their spears into pruning hooks;  
     nation shall not lift up sword against nation,  
          neither shall they learn war any more. 
   O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of GOD! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/91025989890?pwd=VTd0L3VMc3ErRDBRTllpTTEvRGNZUT09


 

Experiencing God 
 
* Call to Worship              (Psalm 122)  

One:  I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of  GOD!”  
Many:  Our feet are standing within your gates, O Boston.  
One:  Boston―built as a city that is bound firmly together.  

 Many:  Pray for the peace of the Commonwealth: “May they  
   prosper who love you.  

One:  Peace be within your walls, and safety within your towers.”  
Many:  For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say, “Peace  

   be within you.”  
One:  For the sake of the house of our God, I will seek your good. 

 
* Kindling the Christ Light                       
 One:  The light of Christ, 
 Many: Thanks be to God! 
 
* Song              Toda la Tierra  

All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last! 
Furrows lie open for God’s creative task: 
this, the labor of people who struggle to see  
how God’s truth and justice set everybody free. 
 
Toda la tierra espera al Salvador, y el surco abierto a la obra del Señor: 
es el mundo que lucha por la libertad, reclama justicia y busca la verdad.  
 
Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared; 
new highways opened, new protocols declared. 
Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty and grace! 
All clear every gateway, in haste, come out in haste! 
 
We first saw Jesus a baby in a crib. 
This same Lord Jesus today has come to live 
in our world; he is present, in neighbors we see 
our Jesus is with us, and ever sets us free. 

 
  



 

Holy Word of Wisdom  
Gospel Lesson – Matthew 24:36-44 
Jesus said, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 
heaven, nor Christ, but only God. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the 
coming of the Child of Humanity. For as in those days before the flood they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the 
ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will 
be the coming of the Child of Humanity. Then two will be in the field; one will be 
taken and one will be left. Two will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and 
one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your 

Savior is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what 
part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would 
not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for 
the Child of Humanity is coming at an unexpected hour.” 

 
One:  God is still speaking, the word of God,  

 Many:  Thanks be to God.  
 
Sacred Shared Silence 
 
What Brings You Hope 
 
Giving & Receiving 
 
Celebrations & Concerns   

     One:     God, in your grace,  

      Many:       Receive our prayer.  
 
* Carol            Go Tell It on the Mountain 

Refrain: 
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 
go tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born! 
 
While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night 
Behold throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. Refrain 
 
The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth, 
Rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain 



 

Advent Wreath Making  
 
* Charge & Benediction  
 
* Closing Hymn        Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning 

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 
keep your lamps trimmed and burning, for this work’s almost done. 

 Refrain: 
Siblings, don’t grow weary, siblings, don’t grow weary, 
children, don’t grow weary for this work’s almost done. 

  
It’s our faith makes us happy, it’s our faith makes us happy, 
it’s our faith makes us happy, for this work’s almost done. Refrain 
  
We are climbing Jacob’s ladder, we are climbing Jacob’s ladder, 
we are climbing Jacob’s ladder, for this work’s almost done. Refrain 
  
We are building up a new world….for this work is almost done… Refrain 
 

* Exchange of the Peace  
(Please exchange greetings of Christ’s peace and reconciliation) 
One:  May the peace of Christ be with you. 
Many:  And also with you. 
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Worship Participants
 
Worship Leaders – Rev. Rob Mark, Rev. Joshua Lawrence Lazard, Rev. Kate  

Carlisle 
Ushers – Linda Pursley, Denice Thornhill 
Digital Minister – Trudi Veldman 
Audio Visual Tech Team  
Sexton – Jesús Vargas 
 
  



 

WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE COVENANT! We are so glad to have 
you worshipping with us today! If you are new to our community, we hope you will 
feel at home and welcome during this service. If you have any questions about who 
we are as a community of faith, please reach out to an usher in person or our Digital 
Minister in the chat.  
 
WELCOME CHILDREN & YOUTH!! Welcome to all children, youth, and 
families—those we know already and those who are here for the first time. We offer 
Christian education through Godly Play for ages 3-9, youth classes for ages 10-13 
and 14+, and a nursery for the littlest ones. If you need help finding us, please ask an 
usher. We share CYCE info regularly via email, so please email Rev. Kate at 
kate.carlisle@cotcbos.org if you want to receive updates. 
 
UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP. Please join us each Sunday at 10:30 am as 
we come together in community to pray, sing, share celebrations and concerns, and 
hear God’s still-speaking Word proclaimed in these hybrid (in person and on Zoom) 
services.  

o December 7: Second Sunday in Advent, Rev. Joshua Lawrence Lazard 
preaching, Holy Communion 

o December 14: Third Sunday in Advent, Rev. Rob Mark preaching 
o December 21: Fourth Sunday in Advent, All-Ages Instant Christmas 

Pageant 
o December 24: Christmas Eve Service of Lessons & Carols at 6:00 pm 

 
WORLD AIDS DAY: NAMES MEMORIAL QUILT. Join SPOKE Art 
TODAY, at 12:30 pm, to help carry 16 sections of the Names Memorial Quilt from 
Boston City Hall to the Boston Center for the Arts. Gather at 12:30 pm at Boston 
City Hall. Visit https://spokeart.org/blog/day-without-art/world-aids-day/ for more 
information.  
 
DINNER CHURCH TONIGHT. Please come to an intergenerational potluck 
dinner and worship tonight at 5:00 pm, at Fourth Presbyterian Church (340 
Dorchester Street). This safe, loving space is intentionally queer and trans affirming. 
We will share scripture, song, discussion, and Communion. Everyone is welcome! 
Please bring something vegetarian to share if you are able, and let Rev. Kate 
(kate.carlisle@cotcbos.org) know if you have any questions.  
 

mailto:kate.carlisle@cotcbos.org
https://spokeart.org/blog/day-without-art/world-aids-day/
mailto:kate.carlisle@cotcbos.org


 

SACRED RECKONINGS SPIRITUAL EDUCATION SESSIONS. Join us on 
the first Sunday of each month after worship (in person and online) as our Sacred 
Reckonings Team engages us in a series related to the beauty of repair through truth-
telling, spiritual practices, relationships, advocacy, and wealth return. The next 
session, next week, December 7, the topic will be the Ten Demandments. 
Questions? Kathy Bull: kaxianna@yahoo.com or Rev. Rob: rob.mark@cotcbos.org. 
 
QUEER BIBLE STUDY. Join us on Monday, December 8, at 7:30 pm, via 
Zoom, for the new Queer Bible Study co-hosted by several congregations in the 
Presbytery of Boston and New England GLOW. This month’s theme is 
“Magnifinominon”! Readings: Luke 1:46-55, “Queerying Mary, Queerying 
Christmas” by Rev. Dr. Angela Yarber, “Mary Queer of Heaven” by Elle Dowd. 
Email Rev. Kate (kate.carlisle@cotcbos.org) for the Zoom link. Adults and older youth 
are welcome. If you don’t get a chance to read the articles, please join us anyway! 
 
BIBLE STUDY WEDNESDAYS. Bible Study meets weekly on Wednesday 
mornings at 9:45 on Zoom. Having delved into the origin stories of Genesis, we are 
reading the book of Exodus, exploring how the Hebrew people became a nation and 
what their experience with God has to tell us about our own lives. If you would like 
more information or want to be on the list to get regular reminders and Zoom 
details, contact Jack Ammerman at jwacooks@gmail.com. 
 
WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYERS 6:00-6:30 PM. Join us for our weekly 
Wednesday evening prayers with intentional liturgy, contemplative song, psalms, and 
sharing of prayers with our siblings from Newton Presbyterian on Zoom (link also 
on http://www.cotcbos.org). 
 
VIDEO CAMERAS/POSTING FULL SERVICE RECORDINGS. To best 
serve our diverse community and new worshippers, we livestream and record each 
service, including Celebrations & Concerns. Recordings of each service are available 
on our Worship Recordings Page (cotcbos.org/worship-recordings). 
 
WEEKLY CALENDAR. Click here (cotcbos.org/calendar-of-events) to view the 
weekly calendar of events.  

mailto:kaxianna@yahoo.com
mailto:rob.mark@cotcbos.org
mailto:kate.carlisle@cotcbos.org
mailto:jwacooks@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88999202076?pwd=bU9XQ0JuR0F1bXhrTUV2eVBDcHIxdz09
http://www.cotcbos.org/
https://www.cotcbos.org/worship-recordings.html
https://www.cotcbos.org/calendar-of-events.html


 

 
 
 
 

 
  



 

  



 

 
 

Visitor or Newcomer? Welcome to Church of the Covenant! 
We are glad you are here. Please let us know if there are ways we can help you 
connect to the church community. Learn more about the church by visiting our 
website at www.cotcbos.org. To sign up for email updates about worship services 
and other events in our community, please fill out a visitor’s card in your pew, or 
email us at info@cotcbos.org.  
 
Parking Bargain – Worshippers may park at the Back Bay Garage [Clarendon 
Street, between Boylston and St. James] on Sundays between 6:00 am and 9:00 pm 
for the first three (3) hours for only $5. To get this discounted rate, please ask an 
Usher before or after the worship service for a parking discount sticker. 
 
Prayers of Celebration or Concern May Be Shared in the Red Book – At the 
rear of the Sanctuary is a red book where prayers that you wish to have spoken 
aloud during the Pastoral Prayer time may be written. The book will be available 
until the time of the offering.   
 
Time of Greeting – After worship this morning, we hope that you will take a few 
minutes to connect with others worshipping with you, especially people you may 
not know as well.   
 
Hearing Assisted Devices – Speak with an usher if you would like to use these 
devices that work with or without a hearing aid. These devices are specifically 
designed to work only with our sound system. Please remember to return the 
device at the close of the service. Thank you! 
 
Building Accessibility – Our building includes an exterior ramp on Newbury 
Street and an elevator (in the Parish House part of the building) which allows 
access to the fellowship hall, meeting rooms, offices, and other parts of the 
building. We also have accessible restrooms. Please ask an usher to help you locate 
these resources. 

  

mailto:info@cotcbos.org


 

 
 
NEW TO COTC? We are so glad you are 
here! Let us know a little bit about how we 
can welcome you by filling out the form at 
this QR code, and learn more on our 
website at cotcbos.org. Note that your 
information goes only to our pastors and 
you will not be added to any email lists.    
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Church of the Covenant is focused on following Jesus in our world through accompaniment, 
compassion, peace, joy and creative beauty. 

We are passionate about hospitality, committed to justice, and wild about faith.  
We embrace an embodied spirituality that is not afraid of questions.  
We advocate for a just climate for our earth, liberation in our world,  

and equality in our neighborhoods. 
We are a community where ALL are welcome and celebrated as beautiful reflections of God– 

all genders, all faiths, all orientations, all backgrounds, all abilities, all ages,  
all struggles, and all hopes. Come journey with us! 
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Worship at Church of the Covenant is the heart and soul of our life together as a community of 
faith. Since 1932 we have been a federated church, maintaining membership in the United 
Church of Christ and the Presbyterian Church (USA) and welcoming pilgrims from all traditions 
to our life and work. Through our prayer and praise, in our concerns and celebrations, by word 
and sacrament, art and silence, we seek empowerment, together and individually, as a covenant 
people, for the work of Christ. 
 
Jesus taught that the Spirit invites all people, including society’s marginalized, to enjoy seats at 
God’s table. This congregation seeks to demonstrate that vision by welcoming individuals and 
families without regard to race, gender identity, age, physical/mental condition, or sexual 
orientation. We rejoice in the presence of children among us as integral to our community. We 
maintain vital ties of faith with the Church of the Poor in the community of the Sweet Name of 
Jesus, in Northwestern Nicaragua. 
 
We believe God’s blessings are found in marriage equality for all. Thus, we joyfully welcome the 
opportunity afforded us by our Commonwealth and both denominations to join couples of any 
sexual orientation in fully legal and holy marriage.   
 
Covenant’s sanctuary resides on the ancestral and unceded lands and waterways of the 
Massachusett people. We lament the pain of displacement, honor the ongoing work of repair, 
and give thanks for all past, present and future stewards of this sacred place.  
 
In our worship we use language and imagery that reflect the wonderful diversity of the 
image of God in humanity and all of creation; that transcend the exclusive language of the 
church’s past. And as stewards, we seek to live into the Spirit’s blessing as we move in solidarity 
on this shared and sacred, common home we call earth. We invite you to join us in the journey 
toward God’s justice and peace for all of Boston and beyond!  
 

CHURCH STAFF     CHURCH OFFICERS 
Rev. Rob Mark, Lead Pastor       Brian Bigler, President of the Corporation 
Rev. Joshua Lawrence Lazard, Associate Pastor   Trudi Veldman, Clerk of the Council    
Thomas Handel, Minister of Music               Anita Gram, Moderator of the Board of Deacons  
Bill Brown, Building Manager                          Faith Perry, Treasurer 
Rev. Kate Carlisle, CYCE Coordinator  
Nancy Stockford, Parish Administrator/Financial Secretary                
Jesús Vargas, Sexton                           
Venkatesh Balasubramanian, Music Composition Fellow 2025-2026 

Soyoung Cho, Childcare Provider  


