Church of the Covenant
Boston, MA

First Sunday of Christmas
December 31, 2023

Presbyterian Church (USA) and United Church of Christ
ZOOM LINK (click here)



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/91025989890?pwd=VTd0L3VMc3ErRDBRTllpTTEvRGNZUT09

Church of the Covenant

First Sunday of Christmas
December 31, 2023, 10:30 am

Zoom Link

Welcome and thank you for worshipping together for this “hybrid” service where some will be in the
sanctuary at 67 Newbury Street, and some in the sanctuary of places far and near. For those joining
online, we begin on Zoom at the above link. Please keep your mic muted during the service.

*You are invited to rise in body or spirit.

Prelude Little Partita for Christmas James Woodman

Welcome & Announcements
One: Peace be with you.
Many: And also with you.

* Call to Worship adapted from A Sanctified Art, Rev. Sarah Speed
One: Every year we celebrate Christmas.
Many: Every year we renew our covenant with Christ and each other.
One: Every week we gather for worship.
Many:  Every day we count our blessings.
One: Every minute God is near.
Many: Yes, every minute God is near.
One: These are the rituals of our faith.

Many: Let us worship Holy God.

* Kindling the Christ Light
One: The light of Christ,
Many:  Thanks be to God!

* Opening Hymn PH (blue) 40 Joy to the World
Joy to the world! the Lord is come:
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.
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Joy to the wotld! the Savior reigns:

Let us our songs employ;

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;

He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,

Far as the curse is found,

Far as, far as, the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness,

And wonders of His love,

And wonders of His love,

And wonders, wonders, of His love.

Prayer for Grounding in God’s Grace adapted from A Sanctified Art, Rev. Sarah Speed

Many:  God of rhythms, we confess: our faith would not be what it is
without rituals. Unlike you, we depend on bread and water. We
have to return to this space again and again to hear old,
familiar stories. For if we stopped, we know it would not take
long before we lost our way. Forgive us for our fragility, and
thank you for giving us ordinary rituals and rhythms to hold
onto. With grateful and humble hearts we pray, amen.

One: Let us now listen to God in silent prayer...

Listening to God in Silent Prayer



Assurance of God’s Grace

One: Friends, it is not enough to hear once a month or once a year
that you are forgiven. We need to hear it every single week.
Every single week we need to be reminded that we are held in
God’s loving embrace. So hear this good news: no matter where
you are on your journey of life, love, or faith, and no matter
what you have done or left undone, you belong to God. You are
claimed. You are known. You are forgiven.

Many: In Jesus Christ we are set free and made whole. Alleluia!
Amen.
* Sung Response PH (blue) 576 Gloria, Gloria

Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, Gloria, alleluia, alleluia!

Readings from Scripture
Hebrew Bible Reading — Psalm 148
Praise God!
Praise God from the heavens;
praise God in the heights!
Praise God, all the angels;
praise God, all the host!
Praise God, sun and moon;
praise God, all you shining stars!
Praise God, you highest heavens
and you waters above the heavens!
Let them praise the name of the Most High God,
for God commanded and they were created.
God established them forever and ever;
God fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.
Praise God from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps,
fire and hail, snow and frost,
stormy wind fulfilling his command!
Mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars!



Wild animals and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds!

Kings of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the earth!

Young men and women alike,
old and young together!

Let them praise the name of our God,
for God’s name alone is exalted;
God’s glory is above earth and heaven.

God has raised up a horn for his people,
praise for all of God’s faithful,
for the people of Israel who are close to the Lord.

Let us praise our God!

Gospel Reading — John 1:1-14
The Word was first,
the Word present to God,
God present to the Word.
The Word was God,
in readiness for God from day one.
Everything was created through God;
nothing—not one thingl—
came into being without him.
What came into existence was Life,
and the Life was Light to live by.
The Life-Light blazed out of the darkness;
the darkness couldn’t put it out.

There once was a man, his name John, sent by God to point out the way to the
Life-Light. He came to show everyone where to look, who to believe in. John
was not himself the Light; he was there to show the way to the Light.

The Life-Light was the real thing:

Every person entering Life
The Word brings into Light.
The Word was in the world,
the world was there through the Word,



and yet the world didn’t even notice.
He came to his own people,
but they didn’t want him.
But whoever did want him,
who believed he was who he claimed
and would do what he said,
He made to be their true selves,
their child-of-God selves.
These are the God-begotten,
not blood-begotten,
not flesh-begotten,
not sex-begotten.
The Word became flesh and blood,
and moved into the neighborhood.
We saw the glory with our own eyes,
the one-of-a-kind glory,
like Creator, like Sustainer,
Generous inside and out,
true from start to finish.

Sung Response PH (blue) 576

Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deol!
Gloria, Gloria, alleluia, alleluial

Christmas Hymn Sing

Call to Offering

Online Giving Option: http://www.cotcbos.org/give.html
Click on Give Now, then choose Pledges or Gifts-General.

Offertory Lo How a Rose Eer Blooming

* Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.

Gloria, Gloria

Johannes Brahms

Tune: Old Hundredth
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* Prayer of Dedication

Celebrations and Concerns
One: God, in your grace,
Many: Receive our prayer.

Pastoral Prayer

* Closing Hymn PH (blue) 41 O Come, All Ye Faithful
O come, all ye faithful,
Joytul and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come, and behold Him,
Born the King of angels!
Refrain:
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord!

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,

Born this happy morning,
Jesus, to Thee be all glory given;
Word of God,

Now in flesh appearing! Refrain

Sing, choirs of angels,

Sing in exultation!

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all

Glory in the highest! Refrain

* Charge and Benediction

* Exchange of the Peace
(Please exchange greetings of Christ’s peace and reconciliation)
One: May the peace of Christ be with you.
Many: And also with you.




Worship Participants

Worship Leader — Rev. Joshua Lawrence Lazard

Minister of Music — Tom Handel

Lector — Debbie Howland

Digital Minister — Trudi Veldman

Audio Visual Tech Team — Venkatesh Balasubramanian, Abhishek John, Jon
Schwarz

Ushers — Linda Pursley, Nancy Stockford

Sunday Sexton — Jestus Vargas

Cover Art from A Sanctified Art

Revelation, by Lisle Gwynn Garrity, inspired by Luke 2:21-38

Actylic painting on canvas with digital drawing I wonder what Mary and Joseph
expect when they enter the temple to dedicate their newborn son. This customary
ritual quickly unravels into an astonishing scene. A stranger named Simeon
pronounces Jesus to be a “light” and “revelation,” and his dying wish is fulfilled. A
prophet named Anna also draws near to the child, praising God for the
redemption he will bring.

Simeon and Anna’s words fill Mary and Joseph with amazement. But that can’t be
the only emotion taking up space in the room. For Simeon turns to Mary, perhaps
privately, to continue sharing his message: the boy will also become the cause of
great turmoil, the catalyst for opposition. He will expose the inner thoughts of many.
A sword will pierce her innermost being. The mother of God will grieve as she bears
witness to the suffering of the child she birthed.

In this image, Simeon bestows his blessing and prophecy with the urgency of a man
desperate to say everything that needs to be said before his time runs out. Anna
looks off into the distance, as if peering into the future. Her devotion to God over
the years has sharpened her gaze; she knows redemption when she sees it. In the top
left, I depicted Jesus” hand being cradled by the hands of his parents. This tender
moment is frozen in time, like a Polaroid photograph placed in a scrapbook. Mary
and Joseph treasure their child as they receive the fullness of his calling. I imagine
them memorizing each wrinkle and tiny fingernail, treasuring the smallness of a hand
that will one day become a strong fist, fighting for justice for the oppressed and
liberation for those held captive.



WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE COVENANT! We are so glad to have
you worshipping with us today! If you are new to our community, we hope you will
feel at home and welcomed during this service. If you have any questions about who
we are as a community of faith, please reach out to an usher in person or our Digital
Minister in the chat.

NEW TO COTC? We are so glad you are here! Let us know a
little bit about how we can welcome you by filling out the form
at this QR code, and learn more on our website at cotcbos.org.

WELCOME CHILDREN & YOUTH!!

We offer Christian education through Godly Play for ages 3-9 and youth classes for
ages 10-13 and 14+, and a nursery for the littlest ones. We welcome all children,
youth, and families—those we know already and those who are here for the first
time. If you need help finding us, please ask an usher. We share CYCE info regularly
via email, so please email Rev. Kate at kate.carlisle@cotcbos.org if you want to receive
updates!

AN EPIPHANY CELEBRATION AFTER CHURCH NEXT WEEK!

Please join us following worship next Sunday, January 7, for an Epiphany
Celebration for All Ages. Come on a flashlight walk through the darkened church on
Epiphany, January 7, right after worship. Led by the Wise Ones, we will bring light to
all corners of the church.

UPCOMING WORSHIP. Please join us each Sunday at 10:30 am as we come
together in community to pray, sing, share celebrations and concerns, and hear
God’s still-speaking Word proclaimed in these hybrid services (in-person and Zoom
options). Zoom Link for each service.

o  Sunday, January 7: Epiphany, Reflection on the Word, Following the Light

o  Sunday, January 14: Morning Worship
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ANNUAL REPORTS ARE DUE JANUARY 15, 2024! Please submit your 2023
annual reports for committees and staff members to our Parish Administrator,
Nancy Stockford, at nancy.stockford@cotcbos.org. Please create each report in a
Word document using Garamond 11-point font with the title (committee or staff
member name) centered at the top. Each report’s author(s) should be provided at the
bottom. Deadline: no later than noon on Monday, January 15, 2024. Thank youl

BIBLE STUDY WEDNESDAYS. Our weekly Bible Study meets on Wednesday
mornings at 9:45 on Zoom. We are studying the book of Isaiah. If you’d like more
information or want to be on the list to get regular reminders and Zoom info,
contact Jan Gough at revjangough@gmail.com.

WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYERS 6:00-6:30 pm. Join us for our weekly
Wednesday evening prayers with intentional liturgy, contemplative song, psalms, and
sharing of prayers with our siblings from Newton Presbyterian on Zoom (link on
cotcbos.org).

VIDEO CAMERAS/POSTING FULL SERVICE RECORDINGS. To best
serve our diverse community and new worshippers, we livestream and record each
service, including Celebrations and Concerns. If you would prefer not to be in
occasional camera shots, you are welcome to sit on the outside aisles on either side
of the sanctuary. Recordings of each service are available on our Worship Recordings
Page (cotcbos.org/ worship-recordings).

WEEKLY CALENDAR. Click here (cotcbos.org/calendar-of-events) to view the
weekly calendar of events.
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Visitor or Newcomer? Welcome to Church of the Covenant!
We are glad you are here. Please let us know if there are ways we can help you
connect to the church community. Learn more about the church by visiting our
website at www.cotcbos.org. To sign up for email updates about worship services
and other events in our community, please fill out a visitor’s card in your pew, or
email us at info@cotcbos.org.

Parking Bargain — Worshippers may park at the Back Bay Garage [Clarendon
Street, between Boylston and St. James] on Sundays between 6:00 am and 9:00 pm
for the first three (3) hours for only $5. To get this discounted rate, please ask an
usher before or after the worship service for a parking discount voucher.

Prayers of Celebration or Concern May Be Shared in the Red Book — At the
rear of the Sanctuary is a red book where prayers that you wish to have spoken
aloud during the Pastoral Prayer time may be written. The book will be available
until the time of the offering.

Time of Greeting — After worship this morning, we hope that you will take a few
minutes after going outside the sanctuary to connect with others worshipping with
you, especially people you may not know as well.

Hearing Assisted Devices — Speak with an usher if you would like to use these
devices that work with or without a hearing aid. These devices are specifically
designed to work only with our sound system. Please remember to return the
device at the close of the service. Thank youl

Building Accessibility — Our building includes an exterior ramp on Newbury
Street and an elevator (in the Parish House part of the building) which allows
access to the fellowship hall, meeting rooms, offices, and other parts of the
building. We also have accessible rest rooms. Please ask an usher to help you
locate these resources.
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Church of the Covenant

Boston Massachusetts

67 Newbury St., Boston MA 02116 | (617) 266-7480 | www.cotcbos.org

Worship at Church of the Covenant is the heart and soul of our life together as a
community of faith. Since 1932 we have been a federated church, maintaining
membership in the United Church of Christ and the Presbyterian Church (USA) and
welcoming pilgrims from all traditions to our life and work. Through our prayer and
praise, in our concerns and celebrations, by word and sacrament, art and silence, we seck
empowerment, together and individually, as a covenant people, for the work of Christ.

Jesus taught that the Spirit invites all people, including society’s outcasts, to enjoy seats at
God’s table. This congregation seeks to demonstrate that vision by welcoming individuals
and families without regard to race, gender identity, age, physical/mental condition, or
sexual orientation. We rejoice in the presence of children among us, and we strive to
include them in our ministry. We maintain ties of faith with the Church of the Poor in the
community of the Sweet Name of Jesus, in Northwestern Nicaragua.

We believe God’s blessings are found in marriage equality for all. Thus, we joytully
welcome the opportunity afforded us by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the United
Church of Christ, and the Presbyterian Church USA to join couples of all sexual

orientations in fully legal and holy marriage.

In our worship we use language and imagery that reflect the wonderful diversity of the
image of God in humanity and all of creation; that transcend the exclusive language of the
church’s past. And as stewards, we seek to live into the Spirit’s blessing as we move in
solidarity on this shared and sacred, common home we call earth. We invite you to join us
in the journey toward God’s justice and peace for all of Boston and beyond!

CHURCH STAFF CHURCH OFFICERS

Rev. Rob Mark, I ead Pastor Liz Vizza, President of the Corporation

Rev. Joshua Lawrence Lazard, Associate Pastor Trudi Veldman, Clerk of the Conncil
Thomas Handel, Minzster of Music Anita Gram, Moderator of Board of Deacons
Bill Brown, Buzlding Manager Faith Perry, Treasurer

Rev. Kate Catrlisle, CYCE Coordinator

Nancy Stockford, Parish Administrator/ Financial Secretary

Jests Vargas, Sunday Sexton

Alan Lane, Food Cupboard Coordinator

Kelsie Lawhorn, Child Care Provider

Venkatesh Balasubramanian, Digital Communications & Audio Visual Tech Manager



