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Church of the Covenant
Welcoming Vision, Vision & Mission Statements

Welcoming Vision (from 2016)
Church of the Covenant is focused on following Jesus in our world through
accompaniment, compassion, peace, joy and creative beauty.
We are passionate about hospitality, committed to justice, and wild about faith.
We embrace an embodied spirituality that is not afraid of questions.
We advocate for a just climate for our earth, liberation in our world, and equality in our
neighborhoods.

We are a community where ALL are welcome and celebrated as beautiful reflections of
God —all genders, all faiths, all orientations, all backgrounds, all abilities, all ages, all
struggles, and all hopes.

Come journey with us!

Vision Statement (from 2001):
Church of the Covenant is a Christian faith community bound together by the radical and
transformative love of God. As a federated congregation of the Presbyterian Church
(USA) and the United Church of Christ, we value our history and those who have gone
before us. As we enter the 21st century, we continually pray for God’s counsel. We
struggle to live out the realm of God as revealed to us in the life of Jesus; the movement
of the Holy Spirit; and the witness of Scripture, tradition, and community and personal
experience. We strive to live in covenant with one another, sharing leadership and
supporting everyone’s unique spiritual journey as we explore our deepest longings, joys,
and concerns. We celebrate and are profoundly enriched by the diversity of individuals
and families. We respect and encourage personal integrity, honesty, and openness. We
believe that God calls us to actively live out our faith in our communities and the world
following the example of Jesus.



Mission Statement (from 2001)

The mission of the Church of the Covenant, as we seek God’s will, is to:

Proclaim God’s love for all people and creatures in the world, and work respectfully

with people of all faiths;

Build a vital Christian faith community that supports individuals and families in all
of their various gifts and needs;

Provide spiritual nurture and a variety of educational opportunities for adults, youth,
and children seeking the meaning of God's presence in their lives;

Create spiritually enriching and varied worship experiences with preaching, prayer,
art, music, and dance;

Integrate our children and youth into the fabric of our community;

Reach out for increasing diversity and inclusiveness in the church family, including
age, class, cultural identity, faith tradition, nationality, physical condition, race, sex,
and sexual otrientation;

Act directly and justly, advocating for social justice, including ecological
responsibility, in our community and our world;

Exercise wise stewardship of God’s individual gifts to us of talent, time, money, and
heritage; and the resources of our community.



Spiritual Gifts: 1 Corinthians 12:4-31

Now concerning spiritual gifts, siblings, I do not want you to be uninformed. You know that when you
were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols that could not speak. Therefore I want you to
understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says ‘Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can
say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit.

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same
Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone.
7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is given through the
Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit,
9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the
working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various
kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the same
Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are
one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or
Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot were to say, ‘Because I am
not a hand, I do not belong to the body’, that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the
ear were to say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body’, that would not make it any less
a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were
hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each
one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where would the body be? As it is, there are
many members, yet one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you’, nor again the
head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.” On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be
weaker are indispensable, and those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with
greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; whereas our more
respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to
the inferior member, that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the
same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored,
all rejoice together with it.

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has appointed in the church
first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of
assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all
teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all
interpret? But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way.



Our Story

The Church of the Covenant was founded in 1932 as a federation of two previously-existing congregations, the
Central Congregational Church and First Presbyterian Church. We continue to be a federated United Church
of Christ — Presbyterian Church (USA) congregation, with members belonging to both denominations. Our
church community is deeply committed to following the example and vision of Jesus by exploring questions of
faith together, extending a radical welcome to all, and working for justice in our world. We were one of the first
Christian churches in Boston to affirm the identities of LGBTQ people in our congregation and celebrate
marriages of couples of all genders in our sanctuary. We also helped to found the Greater Boston Interfaith
Organization, which brings faith communities across Boston together to work for justice. We are continually
discerning the ways that God is calling us to worship together, create community, and care for the world. Our
building was built as the Central Congregational Church from 1865-1867, and its interior was redecorated by
Tiffany Glass and Decorating Co. in the 1890s. It’s one of the largest Tiffany-decorated church buildings in the
United States! In October 2012, the building was designated a National Historic Landmark in recognition of its
significant interior decoration.

Church of the Covenant, Boston, resides on the ancestral and unceded lands and sacred waters of the
Massachusett and the Mattakeeset people, and their ancestors. We confess that the Christian Doctrine of
Discovery made theological claims that lifted White Christians above others to legalize and justify the trans-
Atlantic slave trade and Indigenous genocide across the globe—and its sinful claims reverberate still today.
Knowing words are not enough, we acknowledge the truth of violence perpetrated in the “founding” of
Boston and make a commitment to uncovering that truth and working for repair. We also honor and respect
the many diverse indigenous peoples who are very much still alive and still connected to this land and this
watershed on which we gather and from who we have so much to learn. We give thanks to God for the
continuous BIPOC presence in these sacred lands, and their continued leadership and wisdom in helping us
make a way forward.

Sunday Mornings at Covenant

9:15 am - 10:15 am: Our fabulous all-volunteer choir also meets at 9:15/30 am in the sanctuary for choir
rehearsal to prepare to lead us in worship. Newcomers are always welcome! For the youngest among us (ages
0 — 10), our nursery/child care program also opens at this time.

10:30 am - 11:30/45 am: Our hybrid worship services begin at 10:30 am. We gather in our historic sanctuary
and online each week. Worship at Covenant is vibrant and lively, with preaching that isn’t afraid to ask tough
questions and music that ranges from traditional hymns on our pipe organ to songs from around the world on
guitar and djembe. We celebrate Holy Communion on the first and third Sundays of each month. Because we
believe that everyone is invited to Jesus’ table, we practice open communion: all (including children) are
welcome to receive the bread and cup. All are welcome at our services, but we do also have Godly Play
Sunday School available for children aged three and up. You can join us in worship online via Zoom and
YouTube each week as we continue to eliminate barriers of access to worship. See:
https://www.cotcbos.org/this-sunday-online.html for more info.

11:45 am - 12:45 pm: After worship, we typically have Adult Christian Education events that challenge us to
apply our faith in the world. Examples include a discussion of LGBTQ rights in Latin America, a presentation
on climate justice, and a conversation about the meaning of Holy Communion.


http://massachusetttribe.org/the-history-of-the-neponset
http://massachusetttribe.org/the-history-of-the-neponset
https://www.cotcbos.org/this-sunday-online.html

Mid-Week Opportunities
We have a Wednesday morning Bible Study 9:15am on Zoom open to alll Email for info

reviangouch(@gmail.com or ntammerman@gmaﬂ.com

Every Wednesday from 6:00-6:30 we have a contemplative evening prayer service on Zoom. See
https://www.cotcbos.org/wednesday-evening-prayers.html for more info.

Life Alive Young Adult Group

We have an active young adult group that meets regularly for brunches, community-building, retreats, and
conversation about living out our faith in the world. Please email Rev. Joshua joshua.lazard@cotcbos.org for
more information.

Children and Families

We are passionate about welcoming children and families to our church. We always welcome the laughter,
tears, and all that children may bring as signs of God’s new life in our midst. There are regular opportunities for
children to participate in worship — in fact, we frequently have what we call “All Ages Multigenerational
Worship,” which are services specially crafted to fully include children as well as adults. These services include
time to go visit multiple stations that engage our creativity and all our senses, feature lively, fun music, and the
occasional spontaneous skit. “All Ages” Sundays are fun for everyone, but we especially encourage our families
with children to make sure they are in attendance.

We have a professionally-staffed nursery which opens at 9:15 am every morning and stays open through the
end of the day’s activities. Even newborns are welcome. Our staff is happy to take care of very young children
to make it easier for you to have a meaningful worship experience.

We also have an engaging Christian Education program for younger children during our main worship service
called Godly Play. Children aged three or older are invited to join Godly Play on Sunday mornings from 10:30
am until the end of the worship service in the classroom off of Bates Hall (our basement fellowship hall).

Godly Play is a Montessori-based approach to religious education. Each session begins with the teacher sitting
in a circle with the children and using objects to tell a Bible story. The children are then invited to respond in a
variety of ways, including creating art and playing. Then the students hear the scripture passage that the story is
from, and complete the morning with prayer, snack, and a blessing. The children then wait in our nursery for
their family to pick them up. Please email children@cotcbos.otg to learn more.

Social Justice

Because we believe in God’s love for all people and creatures in the world, we advocate for social justice and
care for our fragile earth. See below for some of the justice, service, and mission efforts in which our
congregation is involved.

The Greater Boston Interfaith Organization. Church of the Covenant is a founding member of the
Greater Boston Interfaith Organization (GBIO). GBIO brings together many Christian, Jewish and
Muslim congregations to build community ties, and organize to improve the lives of the people of
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Greater Boston around issues such as health care, education, and economic justice.

LGBTQ Advocacy & Affirmation. We are an Open and Affirming (UCC) and a More Light
(PCUSA) congregation, welcoming the full inclusion of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer people in
our worship, leadership, and faith life. We helped to found the Open and Affirming Movement in the UCC,

and we continue to work with both of our denominations to advocate for full equality and inclusion of

LGBTQ people in the life of the church.

Dulce Nombre de Jesus. We have maintained a sister relationship with the Church of the Poor in Dulce
Nombre de Jesus, a small village in rural Nicaragua, for almost 30 years. We send regular delegations to visit
the village and have hosted a number of visits from them.

Climate Jubilee. Members of our congregation strive to lessen the human impact on the environment and on
other species through simpler living, better dietary choices, and reduced energy use. As part of our 5-point, 5-

year (2020-25) Missional Plan, we are deeply committed to Climate Jubilee: the sacred movement of liberation
for racial and eco-justice. We support UCC efforts such as www.ucc.org/earth, the PC(USA) Eco-Stewards
Program, GreenRoots Chelsea, and 350.0rg, to name a few.

Boston Food Justice Presbyterian Young Adult Volunteer: In the past, we have welcomed a Young Adult
Volunteers to work at Covenant and Women’s Lunch Place (our basement day shelter — see below) in order to
help us move towards sustainable, healthy nourishment for all people.

The New Sanctuary Movement. Church of the Covenant is a member of the Boston New Sanctuary
Movement, an interfaith organization concerned with immigrant rights. Because we are called by God to
welcome the stranger and immigrant, NSM works together with other organizations to educate and advocate
for immigrant rights in alliance with secular organizations in Boston.

The Food Cupboard: Since 1979, the church has operated a food pantry serving low-income individuals and
tamilies from all over Boston every Saturday and Sunday from 10 am — 12 pm.

Mission through our denominations: Because our congregation is part of both the United Church of Christ
(UCC) and the Presbyterian Church (USA) (PCUSA), we have the unique opportunity to participate in and help
shape both denominations’ mission initiatives locally and globally!

Mission through our historic building. Located in Boston’s Scenic Back Bay, we use our building to offer
hospitality to tourists, serve our low-income neighbors and those experiencing homelessness, and support the
visual and performing arts. Our sanctuary is open and staffed five days a week during the warmer months for
anyone to stop in to pray or look around. Women’s Lunch Place, a women’s day shelter, operates six days a
week on our lower level. An art gallery is our first-floor tenant. Music organizations, AA groups, and our food
pantry also use space in the building. Our sanctuary and parish hall can also be rented for weddings, concerts,
and other events.

Keeping in Touch with Covenant

Please visit us online at www.cotcbos.org to learn more or “Like” our Facebook page

www.facebook.com/cotcbos and follow us in Instagram! www.instagram.com/churchofthecovenantboston

Our pastors are always delighted to hear from visitors and anyone interested in learning more about this
congregation! Email Rev. Rob Mark at rob.mark@cotcbos.org, or Rev. Joshua Lazard at
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joshua.lazard(@cotcbos.org.

Throughout the week, you can stay in touch through our weekly “This Week at Covenant” e-newsletter and the

monthly “Covenant News.” Please see this page https://www.cotcbos.org/this-week-at-covenant.html to sign

up for these and other listservs, or email our Parish Administrator Nancy Stockford at

parish.administrator@cotcbos.org with questions. Please email Bill Brown, our Building Manager, with any
rental inquities at billbrown(@cotcbos.org. Our church office number is 617-266-7480.
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United Church of Christ Membership Questions of the Candidates

e Do you desire to atfirm your baptism into the faith and family of Jesus Christ? If so,
together, answer I do.

1 do.

e Do you renounce the powers of evil and desire the freedom of new life in Christ? If
so, answer I do.

1 do.

e Do you profess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior? If so, answer I do.

1 do.

e Do you promise, by the grace of God, to be Christ’s disciple, to follow in the way of
our Savior, to resist oppression and evil, to show love and justice, and to witness to
the work and word of Jesus Christ as best you are able? If so, answer I promise, with
God’s help.

I promise, with God’s help.

e Do you promise, according to the grace given you, to grow in the Christian faith and
to be a faithful member of the church of Jesus Christ, celebrating Christ’s presence
and furthering Christ’s mission in all the world? If so, answer I promise, with God’s
help.

I promise, with God’s help.

[Commitment to become a member]
e Do you promise to participate in the life and mission of this family of God’s people,
sharing regularly in the worship of God and enlisting in the work of this local church
as it serves this community and the wotld? If so, answer I promise, with God’s help.

I promise, with God’s help.
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Presbyterian Church (USA) Membership Questions
Questions of the candidate

[Affirmation Faith)]

e Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and
renounce evil and its power in the world? If so answer, I do.

1 do.

e Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept Christ as your Lord and Savior, trusting
Christ’s grace and love? If so answer, I do.

1 do.

e Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying Christ’s Word and showing Christ’s
love? If so answer, I will with God’s help.
I will, with God’s help.

[PCUSA Commitment to become a member]:

® You have publicly professed your faith.
Will you be a faithful member of this congregation,
Share in its worship and ministry through your prayers and gifts,
Your study and service, and so fulfill you calling to be a disciple of Jesus Christ? If
so, answer, I will, with God’s help.
I will, with God’s help.
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Two Examples of PCUSA Confessions & A UCC Statement of Faith:
(Full Book of Confessions: https://www.pcusa.org/resource/book-confessions/ )

The Confession of Belhar

The brief background is that some Christians in South Africa (from our own Reformed tradition) responded to the crisis
of apartheid in their country by writing a statement in 1983 which became know as the Confession of Belhar. Its
powerful condemnation of racism and call for justice for all people on the basis of the Christian tradition has had
wortldwide impact. In 2016, the Presbyterian Church (USA) is voting on its full inclusion in our Book of Confessions. 1t
would be the first historic confession from the Southern Hemisphere, the second to specifically condemn racism, and
would emphasize the church’s commitment to condemn as sinful and to break down a// the walls of separation which
divide and oppress people. The text of the confession (translated into English from the original Afrikaans) is included
below.

Affirming our commitment to unity, reconciliation, and justice, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has voted through our
presbyteries to add the Confession of Belhar to our Book of Confessions. The final step will be a vote at the next
General Assembly in June 2016. Done in a spirit of shalom and with a desire for wholeness, the church has said we
acknowledge this confession to be relevant for such a time as this in the life of this denomination, and that we diligently
desire to live into it as part of the body of Christ.

We recognize our need to confess the ways this denomination has contributed to racism historically and even still today,
and mourn all the ways we have fallen short. We believe this Confession, appropriated for this time and place, can bring
about reconciliation and justice, and allow us to more fully follow Jesus in ministry and mission.

Confession of Belhar
September 1986'

1. We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares for the church through
Word and Spirit. This, God has done since the beginning of the world and will do to the end.

2. We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of saints called from the entire human family.

We believe
* that Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the community of believers who have been
reconciled with God and with one another;

* that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of Jesus Christ; that through the working of God's
Spirit it is a binding force, yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: one which the
people of God must continually be built up to attain;

* that this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that separation, enmity and hatred between people
and groups is sin which Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that anything which threatens this unity may have
no place in the church and must be resisted,;

e that this unity of the people of God must be manifested and be active in a variety of ways: in that we love one another;
that we experience, practice and pursue community with one another; that we are obligated to give ourselves willingly

! This is a translation of the original Afrikaans text of the confession as it was adopted by the synod of the Dutch Reformed Mission Church in
South Africa in 1986. In 1994 the Dutch Reformed Mission Church and the Dutch Reformed Church in Africa united to form the Uniting
Reformed Church in Southern Africa (URCSA). This inclusive language text was prepared by the Office of Theology and Worship, Presbyterian
Church (USA).
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and joyfully to be of benefit and blessing to one another; that we share one faith, have one calling, are of one soul and
one mind; have one God and Father, are filled with one Spirit, are baptized with one baptism, eat of one bread and drink
of one cup, confess one name, are obedient to one Lord, work for one cause, and share one hope; together come to
know the height and the breadth and the depth of the love of Christ; together are built up to the stature of Christ, to the
new humanity; together know and bear one another's burdens, thereby fulfilling the law of Christ that we need one
another and upbuild one another, admonishing and comforting one another; that we suffer with one another

for the sake of righteousness; pray together; together serve God in this world; and together fight against all which may
threaten or hinder this unity;

* that this unity can be established only in freedom and not under constraint; that the variety of spiritual gifts,
opportunities, backgrounds, convictions, as well as the various languages and cultures, are by virtue of the
reconciliation in Christ, opportunities for mutual service and enrichment within the one visible people of God;

* that true faith in Jesus Christ is the only condition for membership of this church;

Therefore, we reject any doctrine

* which absolutizes either natural diversity or the sinful separation of people in such a way that this absolutization
hinders or breaks the visible and active unity of the church, or even leads to the establishment of a separate church
formation;

* which professes that this spiritual unity is truly being maintained in the bond of peace while believers of the same
confession are in effect alienated from one another for the sake of diversity and in despair of reconciliation;

* which denies that a refusal earnestly to pursue this visible unity as a priceless gift is sin;

e which explicitly or implicitly maintains that descent or any other human or social factor should be a consideration in
determining membership of the church.

3. We believe

e that God has entrusted the church with the message of reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ; that the church is
called to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world, that the church is called blessed because it is a peacemaker,
that the church is witness both by word and by deed to the new heaven and the new earth in which righteousness dwells.

¢ that God’s lifegiving Word and Spirit has conquered the powers of sin and death, and therefore also of irreconciliation
and hatred, bitterness and enmity, that God’s lifegiving Word and Spirit will enable the church to live in a new obedience
which can open new possibilities of life for society and the world;

e that the credibility of this message is seriously affected and its beneficial work obstructed when it is proclaimed in a
land which professes to be Christian, but in which the enforced separation of people on a racial basis promotes and
perpetuates alienation, hatred and enmity;

e that any teaching which attempts to legitimate such forced separation by appeal to the gospel, and is not prepared to
venture on the road of obedience and reconciliation, but rather, out of prejudice, fear, selfishness and unbelief, denies in
advance the reconciling power of the gospel, must be considered ideology and false doctrine.

Therefore, we reject any doctrine

* which, in such a situation sanctions in the name of the gospel or of the will of God the forced separation of people on
the grounds of race and color and thereby in advance obstructs and weakens the ministry and experience of
reconciliation in Christ.

4. We believe
e that God has revealed himself as the one who wishes to bring about justice and true peace among people;
¢ that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a special way the God of the destitute, the poor and the wronged
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¢ that God calls the church to follow him in this; for God brings justice to the oppressed and gives bread to the hungry;
e that God frees the prisoner and restores sight to the blind;

* that God supports the downtrodden, protects the stranger, helps orphans and widows and blocks the path of the
ungodly;

¢ that for God pure and undefiled religion is to visit the orphans and the widows in their suffering;

e that God wishes to teach the church to do what is good and to seek the right;

* that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering and need, which implies, among other things,
that the church must witness against and strive against any form of injustice, so that justice may roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream;

e that the church as the possession of God must stand where the Lord stands, namely against injustice and with the
wronged; that in following Christ the church must witness against all the powerful and privileged who selfishly

seek their own interests and thus control and harm others.

Therefore, we reject any ideology
* which would legitimate forms of injustice and any doctrine which is unwilling to resist such an ideology in the name of
the gospel.

5. We believe that, in obedience to Jesus Christ, its only head, the church is called to confess and to do all these things,
even though the authorities and human laws might forbid them and punishment and suffering be the consequence.

Jesus is Lord.

To the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be the honor and the glory

for ever and ever.
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A Brief Statement of Faith
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

In life and in death we belong to God.

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit,

we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel,
whom alone we worship and serve.

We trust in God,

whom Jesus called Abba, Father.

In sovereign love God created the world good

and makes everyone equally in God’s image,

male and female, of every race and people,

to live as one community

But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator.
Ignoring God’s commandments,

we violate the image of God in others and ourselves,
accept lies as truth,

exploit neighbor and nature,

and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care
We deserve God’s condemnation.

Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation.
In everlasting love,

the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people
to bless all families of the earth.

Hearing their cry,

God delivered the children of Israel

from the house of bondage.

Loving us still,

God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.
Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child,

like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home,
God is faithful still.

With believers in every time and place,
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death

can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.?

2 Instead of saying this line. congregations may wish to sing a version of the Gloria.
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The 1981 Version of the UCC Statement of Faith (as Doxology)

This version of the Statement of Faith was approved by the United Church of Christ Executive Council in 1981 for use in connection with

the twenty-fifth anniversary of the denomination. It expresses another path toward shaping the statement in more "inclusive’ langnage, this tine

changing most references to God to "you', and removing the line referring to creation.

We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit,
God of our Savior Jesus Christ and our God,
and to your deeds we testify:

You call the worlds into being,
create persons in your own image,
and set before each one the ways of life and death.

You seek in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin.

You judge people and nations by your righteous will
declared through prophets and apostles.

In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Savior,
you have come to us
and shared our common lot,
conquering sin and death
and reconciling the world to yourself.

You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit,
creating and renewing the church of Jesus Christ,

binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, and races.

You call us into your church
to accept the cost and joy of discipleship,
to be your servants in the service of others,
to proclaim the gospel to all the world
and resist the powers of evil,
to share in Christ's baptism and eat at his table,
to join him in his passion and victory.

You promise to all who trust you
forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace,
courage in the struggle for justice and peace,
your presence in trial and rejoicing,
and eternal life in your realm which has no end.

Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you.

Amen.
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BRAIDING JUBILEE: Church of the Covenant’s 5-Year Missional Plan 2025-2030

A cord braided of three strands is not easily torn apart. ~ Ecclesiastes 4:12

Jesus, unfurling the scroll of Lsaiah, amplified and embodied what is written, “The Spirit is upon me to bring the good news to earth of
centering the marginalized, bringing liberation and repair, and providing God’s joyful new vision.” ~Luke 4:16-21, paraphrased

The Jubilee of Jesus is a vision for liberation, repair, restoration, and joy.
Motivated by braiding this vision into our life together and inspired by the past five years of our Climate Jubilee ministry,
Church of the Covenant commits to the following goals, with the Spirit’s help, as we continue to strive to love God,
neighbor, and earth through the second half of these “Soaring 20’s™:

Summarized Goals: (yes, they rhyme, to help us remember) “Jubilee. It’s as easy as 123, ABC...” ©

Aware. We will be aware of our w/ling and our capacity.

Bear. We will bear witness.

Care. We will care for and love one another.

Dare. We will dare to try new things.

Declare. We will declare our story and God’s love through innovative outreach.

Prayer. We will pray together, and stay together, as a vital congregation, centered on God.
Prepare. In this climate changing world, we will prepare for jubilee action and joy.

Repair. We will tell the truth in love to help repair others and ourselves.

Share. We will share the spiritual wisdom in our tradition with future and current generations.

Expanded Goals:

A. Calling and Capacity > AWARE

We will be aware of God’s presence in the world. We will also be aware of our /ling and our capacity. In our living into
these goals, we will remember that we can’t do it all, but we can do something. We are limited by time, resources, and
people. The jubilee practice of sabbath rest must be faithfully practiced. We are also created in the very image of God
and given spiritual gifts (7 Corinthians 12) for such a time as this (Esther 4:14).

B. Grounded Public Witness = BEAR Stand Firm. ~ Epbesians 6:10-14

e In facing the rising injustices, Christian white fascist nationalism and hatred in our country and world, we will
remain grounded in the gospel of Jesus and the truths of the love of God, neighbor and earth.

e Motivated by the beauty of this love, we will enter the public square through advocacy, creative embodied
witness, courageous banner displays, strategic organizing, and digital ministry to speak truth to power.

e We will continue our deep investment in and public witness through GBIO.

e We will worship publicly “in the streets” at least annually (i.e., Winter Walk, Pride Parade & Climate Justice).

e We will center full transgender (and LGBTQ) affirmation in our witness and life together.

C. Culture of Compassion & Caring > CARE Beloved, let us love one another, becanse love is from God. ~1 Jobn 4:7
e In all that we do together, embody the compassion and caring of Jesus.

e Ensure that our community (members plus all who a part of our parish-watershed) is well pastorally cared for by
our pastors, leaders, and through the vital ministry of our Deacons (increasing focus on elderly care).

D. Creative Income Generation = DARE For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. ~Matthew 6:21

e Empower our Generosity Generators to continue to inspire generous giving within our membership and reach
beyond our membership to seek and pursue new and creative sources of revenue.

e Keep our faith and mission central in the stewardship of our historic building /architectural treasures, and the
maintenance of relationships with partners who share our space.

e Keep awareness of changes that climate will bring to Boston central in our long-term building plans, while
investigating new ways out building/architectutre that can generate income for our jubilee-centered ministry.

17



E. Innovative Outreach > DECLARE Go out into the world and be about the gospel. ~Mark 16:15

Pursue innovative outreach efforts for young families with children and youth.

Ensure staff, pastors, and committee position descriptions include outreach in their scope.

Dedicate each 5* Sunday morning worship slot for a new innovative approach to worship and organizing.
Utilize and build up our digital ministry to help grow the congregation and strengthen our witness

F. Congregational Vitality > PRAYER  [e# love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good ~Romans 12:9-21
Ensure our life together is inspired, challenged, comforted, educated, equipped, and transformed in the ways of faith in
Christ to live and act in love. Keep and deepen our longstanding tradition of emphasizing both contemplation and
action — the inward life that inspires solidarity. Develop the congregation through vital worship, engaging community
opportunities, spiritual practices, spiritual education, scripture studies, communal prayer, faith formation, embodied
social justice, and Christ-like discipleship and service.

Spiritually Centered. Everything begins with and flows out from our center - faith in Jesus our Liberator who
teaches us to Love God, Neighbor, and Earth. In grace, we will strive to help realize the Reign of God.
Community Based. Our cherished life together will both inform our decision-making and infuse our care for
one another. We will provide spaces to engage that are both in-person and online (i.e. weekly Bible Study and
Evening Prayers). In grace, we will strive to build the Beloved Community.

Worship Infused. Maintain and enhance regular “divine worship” in creative, innovative, intergenerational, and
relevant ways that is responsive to our times, keeps Word & Sacrament central and contributes to spiritual
growth. Ensure use of creative and alternative forms of liturgy and music that expand horizons. Ensure our
worship spaces are well organized, clean, accessible, safe, and reflect diversity, our theology, and values — making
regular use of digital means to increase accessibility and outreach.

G. Climate Jubilee Team = PREPARE The floods are roaring. More awesome. . .soaring on high is God! ~Psalm 93

Maintain and grow a team that began in 2020 to carry out “a sacred movement of liberation for racial and eco-
justice” for our church, city, and planet.

Empower this team to infuse climate jubilee into the wider life of our congregation including worship, spiritual
formation, outreach, building and land stewardship, through developing annual actionable objectives.

Explore and strengthen creative/ sacred pattnerships beyond our congregation.
Investigate how digital ministry and the arts can deepen our impact and outreach.

H. Generative Truth Telling = REPAIR And you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free. ~John 8:32

Inspired by the gospel, utilize spiritual education slots, worship, and book and Bible studies to uncover deeper
truths about our world, our congregation, and ourselves and move us toward repair.

Braid together the core COTC concerns of climate, racial, economic, gender, housing, and immigrant justice on
an ongoing basis to inspire our congregation and surrounding communities toward action.

Building off the racial justice component of climate jubilee, integrate and amplify our Sacred Reckonings truth
telling and repair process to inform and guide our Reframe the Light sanctuary art initiative and inform how
we fund and use our 1619 Reparations line item.

Integrate and amplify a newly defined focus on Building Bridges for Economic Justice.

Integrate and listen to the ongoing relational solidarity work of our Nica Companions.

I. Christian Spiritual Formation - SHARE L et the children come to me... ~ Luke 18:16

Christian Formation for Children and Youth (CFCY). Create and sustain a vital curriculum and program for
our children and youth, and carry out pastoral care for young families (parents and children). Conduct intentional
outreach efforts to grow our CYCE community to ensure critical mass and fellowship.

Spiritual Formation for all. Inspired by Popular Education, utilize Spiritual Education sessions, Bible Studies,
Evening Prayers, Life Alive ministry, Climate Jubilee Equinox and Solstice Evensongs, special liturgical seasons
and more to center and ground us in spiritual practices that inspire and inform our faith and life.
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Grateful for God’s love and for the ministry that is alive at Church of the Covenant,
[/we supportthe Covenant community with the following pledge:

2026 Financial Pledge toward the Ministry of Church of the Covenant
¥
I/we pledge to contribute |$ petr week/month/year. (circle one)
Signature: Date:
In making this financial pledge, we remember that the giving of onr talents, spiritual gifts and time are also very much a part of onr faithful stewardship.
I Please contact the office if you would like gnidance on ways that you can serve in additional capa cities,
Name(s): ,\\"Rul-ﬂ"‘ .
Address: .f T %
Phone: ) 6 b )
(AT
Email:

__ DPlease check here if you would like weekly offering envelopes.

Itisunderstood that this pledge may be increased, decreased or cancelled should circumstances warrant.
Ounly the Financial Secretaries of the congregation will see this pledge information.

COTC Time and Talents Survey Link:

https://www.dropbox.com/s/h85xztrtopnbrgt/Time%20%26%20Talents%20Survey%o2

02021.docx?dl=0
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Church of the Covenant

Boston Massachusetts

COTC 101 MEMBERSHIP EXPL.ORATION CIASS
REGISTRATION FORM

Please fill out and return this form with the information you would like us to have by the end of today's class.
NAME:

ADDRESS:

STATE: Z1P:

PHONE NUMBERS Cell: Other:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

DATE OF BIRTH (month & day): Preferred Pronouns:

NAME OF SPOUSE/PARTNER/SIGNIFICANT OTHER:

CHILDREN (if applicable):

Full Name: Birthdate:
Full Name: Birthdate:
Full Name: Birthdate:

Emergency Contact information (Name, Relation, Number/ email):

Years Lived in Boston area:
Other places you have lived:

Brief faith/church background or experience:

Please circle or otherwise mark how you discovered your way to Church of the Covenant by:

word of mouth personal invitation personal invitation signboard *internet/social media
*
other

(Over)
What are you looking for in a church? What might you like more information about?



A few things you might want the church to know about you. For example: What currently occupies most of your time
these days/ what do you do for a living? What do you find intriguing/appealing abut this church? What feeds you
spiritually? What are your significant questions? What hobbies or passions you have?
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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Church of the Covenant
67 Newbury Street
Boston, MA 02116

(617) 266-7480

NAME:

__ I'would like to join Church of the Covenant.
__ I am interested in joining Church of the Covenant as an associate member (see below).
__ I am interested in joining Church of the Covenant as an affiliate member (see below).
__ I’'m not interested in joining at this time but am interested in learning about the church.
o An affiliate member is somebody who retains membership in another church, i.e. a student who is a
member in their hometown but wants to worship at COTC while in Boston.
o An associate member is somebody who is not affiliated with a church and wants to be a member of
COTC without making the full profession of faith for a denomination.

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY Knowing that our unique federated congregation that upholds the polity of two
denominations requires that each new member choose a denomination to be connected with, I would like to join
Covenant as a:

__ Presbyterian Church - PC(USA)
___United Church of Christ - (UCC)

METHOD OF JOINING:

Have you been baptized? Yes No
If you have not been baptized, you must check the first option, “Baptism”,
below; please speak to a pastor soon.

How will you be joining Covenant?

__ Baptism (if you have not been baptized)
__Affirmation of Faith (if you have been baptized, but are not currently a member of another
congregation)
__ Reaffirmation of Faith (if you have been a member of another church but are not
transferring membership)
__ Letter of Transfer (currently member of another church),
transferring membership from (name/address of church):

Z1P:

Phone (if you know): ( )

Please write a brief autobiographical statement, telling us what you want us to know about where you've come from --
your spiritual as well as geographic journey. This statement will be given to the leaders of the membership classes and

22



the members of the Covenant Council so they can get to know you a little, and will become the basis of a paragraph
written about you for Covenant News should you choose to formally join Church of the Covenant.
(Please use the space below to provide answer to above)
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